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Child 
Interests 

Self-Guided Learning Module 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hello and welcome to the self-guided module of child interests. This module is designed to be used as a self-study that enables you to learn at your own pace. In order to gain depth of knowledge and be able to implement CELL with fidelity, you must complete the entire module, including the practices and evaluations. 
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What is the CELL self-guided module? 

• This self-guided learning module focuses 
on child interests, the foundation of the 
CELL early literacy learning model. 

• The purpose of the self-guided module is 
to share information about: 
• The definition of child interests 
• The importance of child interests 
• Practices to help identify child interests 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This self-guided module focuses on child interests—the foundational component of CELL’s early literacy learning model. The model should be used as practitioners implement the CELL practices using ideas from the CELL practice guides that are located on the CELL website at www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 
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Pause and think about child interests 
before you proceed 

• What are child interests? 

• How do you know when a child is 
interested in something? 

• Why do you think child interests are 
important to early literacy learning? 

• The following slides provide CELL’s 
response to these questions. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before you go further in this self-guided module, it is important for you to pause and think about child interests from your point of view. Once you’ve written down your brief and immediate responses to these questions, please proceed to the slides that follow to see CELL’s responses to these questions.
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Introduction: 

What are child interests? 
Child interests are objects, activities, 
or people that . . . 

• Make a child laugh and smile 

• A child works hard at doing 

• A child wants to do over and over 

• Attract a child’s attention 

• The child chooses most often  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Think about the objects, activities, or people that you choose most often and that make you smile and laugh. These are probably some of your preferences and/or hobbies. Now consider how significant interests are for a child. 
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Introduction: 

What are child interests? 

• All children with and without 
disabilities, have interests and 
preferences. 

• Children have different types 
of interests, including: 
• Personal 
• Situational  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Children may have different types of interests—personal and/or situational. Examples of children’s personal interests include stuffed animals, favorite book series, balls, action figures, tags on blankets, the family pet, light switches, pots and pans, talking (for instance, about a favorite topic or to a favorite friend or relative), reading (for instance, holding a book, flipping through the pages, pretending to read, reading the pictures), writing (for instance, random scribbles on a page, early formed letters, made-up spelling), and drawing. Children can also have situational interests that are triggered by features or “interestingness” of the context. For instance, children can be interested in sights at a street fair, seeing animals at a zoo, a new classroom play area, or a table with art supplies. 
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Introduction:  

Why are child interests important? 

• A child’s interests form the basis of CELL practices. 

• Children are more likely to become engaged in an 
activity if they are interested in it, which increases 
the opportunity for learning. 

• For children to master new behaviors, they need   
to first be interested in the experiences and 
activities that promote those behaviors.  

• Watch the video Interests Lead to Learning, which  
is available on the CELL website, 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important for you to understand that the best way to help a child master new behaviors and abilities is to help the child get engaged by providing experiences and activities that interest him or her. To help you better understand why child interests are important, watch the CELL video called Interests Lead to Learning by clicking on the link you see on your screen. http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/ta_pract_videos1.php. For children to master new behaviors, they need to first be interested in the experiences and activities that promote those behaviors.

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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Illustration: 
The Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery 

   
Mastery  

Interests 

Engagement 

Competence 

Literacy 
Activities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This diagram of the interest-based cycle of mastery might help you visualize why child interests are important. It shows that interests form the basis for a child’s engagement in literacy activities, which eventually leads to a child’s competence in, and mastery of, literacy abilities. For promoting literacy learning in young children, this means providing them with books about topics that interest them and focusing literacy learning activities on their established interests. 
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Introduction:  

What is “engagement”? 

• Engagement begins by identifying 
a personal or situational interest of 
a child.  

• The child is actively participating in 
the activity by directing the activity 
and verbally and/or physically 
participating in some way.  

 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Remember that for children to master new behaviors, they need first to be interested in the experiences and activities that promote those behaviors. Participating in an activity that is interesting to a child helps engage the child in the process. For example, a preschooler who is a devoted Batman fan will likely be eager to share a Batman book with an adult and be able to sustain focus on the book for longer. 
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Introduction:  

What is “competence”? 

Competence develops through: 
• Repeated opportunities for engagement. 
• Repeated experiences of engagement. 

Example: Once a child has learned to recognize 
a letter in print, she will want to look for “her” 
letter when she sees print. She will get better 
and better at correctly identifying “her” letter 
and discriminating between it and other letters. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Competence develops through practice, or repeated experiences of engagement. The more frequently a child participates in an activity she is interested in, the more competent she will become at that activity. The more competent and confident the child feels, the more reinforcing participation in the activity will be. For example, once a child has learned to recognize a letter in print, she will want to look for “her” letter when she sees print. She will get better and better at correctly identifying “her” letter and discriminating between it and other letters. Once a child has achieved sufficient competence to have mastered a task—for example, a toddler successfully using alphabet cookie cutters with play dough—his success will encourage him to continue experimenting with this and similar activities, generating and expanding further interests. The child who has mastered and enjoys the art of using cookie cutters to make letters will likely move on to other types of experimentation with play dough, such as using tools to “write” in play dough, and the mastery cycle begins again. 
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Practice: 

Child Interests 
Think about a child that you know well or a child in 
your program, and answer the following questions: 
•  When given a choice, what kinds of objects, 

activities, and/or people does this child choose 
or prefer? 

• What are some things that make this child    
smile and laugh? 

• What things does this child like to do over       
and over again? 

•  What are some things that this child works   
hard at doing? 
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Evaluation:  

Child Interests 

• What interests did you identify? 

• What were the top interests?  
Did you identify any passions of 
the child?  

• What are themes or clusters of 
interests that you see? 

• What surprised you? 
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Practice: 
Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery 

Thinking about the same child from the practice 
before, complete the Interest-Based Cycle of 
Mastery tool that has been provided on the 
following slide. You can also access a copy of    
the tool on the CELL website, 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org.  

Provide the activities and opportunities you’ve 
listed over the course of a week with the child 
you identified.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery tool to identify literacy activities that could be provided based on a child’s specific interests. The tool can be found at www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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Practice: 
Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Use the Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery tool to identify literacy activities that could be provided based on a child’s specific interests. The tool can be found at www.earlyliteracylearning.org.



14 

Evaluation: 

The Interest-Based Cycle of Mastery 
1. By following the child’s interest, what literacy-

related activity did you provide the child? 

2. How did you know the child was engaged?  

3. How did you encourage the child’s 
engagement in the activity? 

4. In what ways did you support the child to 
build competence and mastery? 

5. How will you know that the child has moved 
from competence to mastery?   

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
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Reflection: 

Child Interests 

    Complete the 
Child Interests 

Checklist 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Complete the Child Interest Checklist.Reflecting helps learners determine the outcome of the practice. Do you need to engage in additional practice? Are you comfortable with your current level of knowledge?
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Thank you! 

• Thank you for accessing the 
CELL self-guided module on 
child interests.  

• Remember, you can access 
additional practices on the 
website at: 
www.earlyliteracylearning.org. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you find that you need or prefer more practice on child interests, you may access additional practices on the CELL website at www.earlyliteracylearning.org.

http://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/�
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